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HMCS RESTIGOUCHE (I)

HMCS RESTIGOUCHE, first of name, was formerly HMS COMET,one
of four destroyers of the "C" class built for the Royal Navy in
Portsmouth Dockyard under the 1929 programme. She was commissioned

in the Royal Canadian Navy on 15 June 1938.

The ship was named after the Restigouche River which rises in
Madawaska County in Northwestern New Brunswick and flows in a
northeasterly direction across Restigouche County to empty into

the Bay of Chaleur.

HMCS RESTIGOUCHE left Portland, England, on 6 September 1938
in company with HMCS OTTAWA, the former HMS CRUSADER, and made
landfall at Gaspé,Quebec, on the 13th. The following month they

left for the West Coast, arriving at Esquimalt, B.C. on 7 November.

The outbreak of was brought RESTIGOUCHE back to the East Coast.
She and OTTAWA sailed for Halifax on 15 November 1939. Arriving on
7 December, they joined the Halifax Local Defence Force. Their férst
task came three days later when they sailed as local escorts for

troopships carrying men of the First Canadian Division.

RESTIGOUCHE sailed herself for the United Kingdom in May,1940
to reinforce the island kingdom's defences against threatened
invasion. On 25 June she entered the harbour of Bayonne,France and
embarked fifty-nine persons fleeing before the German advance. When,
in the evening of that same day, the destroyer HMCS FRASER collided
with HMS CALCUTTA, cruiser, she rescued 107 men from FRASER and six

from CALCUDTA.

At the end of April,1944,RESTIGOUCHE was withdrawn from mid-
ocean escort duty to join EG-12, a group formed at this time to

carry out anti-submarine patrols in support of the armies invading

the continent. On 5 July the RESTIGOUCHE and her group attacked
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three armed enemy trawlers in the English Channel. All three were
hit and at least one sank. On 7 August, after the gruup was joined
by HMCS ASSINIBOINE, an attack was opened on three more armed
trawlers. All the enemy ships were et on fire and two of them were
driven ashore. In August, Support Froups EG-11 and EG-12 worked
together and in early September they were merged formally as EG-11.
On 18 August members of this group destroyed the submarine U-621 in
the Bay of Biscay. RESTIGOUCHE was present, but received no credit
for the kill. She was patrolling in case more enemy vessels might

be lurking in the area.

In the Spring of 1945 HMCS RESTIGOUCHE was withdrawn from EG-11
and reassigned to the Halifax Force. She continued with local

convoying until the end of the war.

In July and August,1945, she made two trips to the Clyde to
bring naval personnel home from HMCS NIOBE, the RCN depot in

Greenock, Scotland.

HMCS RESTIGOUCHE was paid off on 6 October 1945 at Sydney,N.S.
In November she was sold to International Iron and Metal Company
of Hamilton, Ontario and towed up the St.Lawrence River to be

scrapped.
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RESTIGOUCHE

Completed in 1932 as HMS Comet, she was
purchased at the same time as Ottawa and
commissioned as Restigouche at Chatham, UK.,
the same day. Like her sister, she arrived at
Esquimalt November 7, 1938, and left for
Halifax November 15, 1939. She performed
local escort duties from that port until May 24,
1940, when she left for Plymouth. Upon arriving
there on May 31 Restigouche was assigned to
Western Approaches Command. While assisting
in the evacuation of French ports she rescued
survivors of Fraser. She left Liverpool at the end
of August for a brief refit at Halifax, returning to
the U.K. in January, 1941. In June, 1941,
“Rustyguts” was allocated to Newfoundland
Command, and in April, 1943, became a mem-
ber of EG C-4, in the interval toiling ceaselessly
as a mid-ocean escort. On December 13, 1941,
che suffered storm damage en route to join
convoy ON.44, and extensive repairs were car-
ried out at Greenock. She was allocated to EG 12
in May, 1944, for invasion duties, including
Continued on p. 156

RESTIGOUCHE

D-Day, and afterward carried out Channel and
Biscay patrols from her base at Plymouth. She
returned to Canada in September, 1944, fora
‘major refit at Saint John, N.B. and Halifax, and
upon completion proceeded to Bermuda for
working up. Returning to Halifax on February
14,1945, she performed various Jocal duties,
and after VE-Day was employed for three
months bringing home military personnel from
Newfoundland. Paid off on October 5, 1945, she
was broken up the following year.







ings were rolling wildly about, and

{ tv the tiller flat and
~ fut had been broken oft
Lrlev float washed aft from its
shpwage l;_\' the after funnel. The
l\:\\;‘u-l itself was knocked 45 degrees

to sgarboard.
With everv roll, water cascaded

into the two flats and it became
imperative to cover the open hatches.
T - was undertaken by Sub.-Lieut.
Moore, RCN, and the ship’s
wain, Chief Petty Officer William
itgomery. They were successful,
but not without cost. As they were
completing the job, Sub-Lieut. Moore
was thrown against a depth charge
rail, breaking his leg.

There was four feet of water in the
tiller flat and six feet in the stewards’
flat. The former was pumped out

g the night but no headway
| be made in the latter, due to a
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ogged line.

I'here was danger that the pressure
of water in the stewards’ flat would
force the bulkhead between the flat
and the wardroom, so some of the
damage control party undertook to
shore the bulkhead from the ward-
room side. They found the wardroom
<o full of fumes from calcium flares
sct off by water in adjoining compart-
ment that they had to don Salvus
breathing apparatus to avoid being
overcome.

Meanwhile, up above on the quarter-
deck, others were engaged in the
dangerous task of corraling the stam-
peding depth charges and jettisoning
them over the side.

Up forward, the situation steadily
became worse. The forepart was
taking a frightful pounding. The
galley fires went out, to be replaced
by a steam jet rigged by an ingenious
engine room department. At 4 o’clock
on the morning of the 14th the main
steering system failed and for an
hour the ship had to be steered by
main engines. At 5 o'clock a sea
struck with such violence that the
starboard dynamo was knocked out
of action and the ship thrown into
darkness until repairs could be made.
The gvro and steering engine alarms
added their notes to the din.

Dawn brought a slight cessation of
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the wind but no relief to the sjtuation.
It was, in fact, becoming increasingly
grave. The forward magazine and
shell room were found to be flooded
to a depth of about seven feet and
two oil fuel tanks were believed to
have leaked salt water, pointing in
both cases to the likelihood of sprung
plates in the ship’s bottom.

In these circumstances, it was
decided to save the forepart of the
ship from any further pounding by
altering course so as to bring the
wind and sea directly astern. There
were some anxious moments while
the “Restigouche’ rolled dangerously
in the trough; many remaining upper
deck fittings were carried away as
the seas struck her broadside on, but
she gradually came around and
nosed on to her new course.

This seemed like comparatively
smooth sailing, but steering was
every bit as difficult as before and
the danger of broaching to persisted.
However, the quartermasters quickly
got on to the new technique and
handled the wheel with skill.

The ship was in such a state that the
captain considered it essential that he
make port as soon as possible. Halifax
was now out of the question, and at
noon he decided to make for the
Clyde. To him at about the same
time came a signal advising him that
the convoy he had set out to meet
had been dispersed, in accordance
with a suggestion made by him in an
earlier message. This relieved him of
his resgonsibilities in that connection.
Cold Water, Hot Jive

The next day, the 14th, was a
Sunday, but there was no Sunday
routine on board the ‘‘Restigouche.”
Throughout the day, officers and men
toiled at repairing their ship or bailing
out the flooded compartments.

Except in the case of the tiller flat,
the ship’s pumps had not been able
to cope with the ingress of water, and
in order to make any progress in
reducing the level in the flooded
compartments it had become neces-
sary to organize ‘‘bucket brigades.”

Through all this the ship’s radio-
speaker system continued to operate
and the crew worked cheerfully at
its various tasks to the accompani-
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ment of the latest swing music.

Jazz may have seemed incongruous

at a time when the ‘““Restigouche”

was fighting for her life, but it
definitely played a part in main-
taining morale.

Her crew was still on the job when,
on the afternoon of the 16th, the
“Restigouche,” with a decided list
to port and evidence of her mauling
all too plain, steamed at a triumphant
26 knots up the Clyde and made
her way, at sunset, through the harbor
gate at Greenock.

It was to be three months before
“old Rustyguts”” would be fit for sea
again.

Like their ship, her officers and
men were bruised, battered, ex-
hausted; many had had articles of
kit and other valuables destroyed or
damaged; worst of all, the Christmas
at home that so many of them had
been joyfully anticipating a few
days before was not to be.

They had reason to look sourly on
the world in general and destroyers
in particular.

Instead, as their ship drew up to
her berth, to be cheered like the
heroine she was by a welcoming
crowd of dockyard ‘“‘mateys”, there
was pride in her men's bearing and
humor in their eyes. They and their
ship had foughtagood fight-—and won.

Summing up in his report of
proceedings, the commanding officer
of the "Restigouche”, Lieut.-Cdr.
(now Commander) D. W. Piers, RCN,
stated:

“The behaviour of the entire ship’s
company, their incessant labours for
over 48 hours, and their continued
cheerfulness, were entirely in keeping
with the highest traditions of the
Service. There was not a dry stitch
of clothing left in the ship. The only
hot food available was that which
could be prepared by using a steam
jet. The steam heating and water
supply had to be shut off. The
decision to proceed to Greenock, as
opposed to the long hoped-for Christ-
mas at home in Halifax, was accepted
cheerfully. Every man, regardless of
rank, rating or branch, worked cease-
lessly day and night for the good of
the ship.”

















